
Curriculum Vitae Karl Aiginger 

Professor Dr Karl Aiginger is the director of the WIFO (The Austrian Institute of Economic 
Research). He studied economics at the University of Vienna and Purdue University in 
Indiana, USA. He obtained the habilitation in 1984 with the book "Production Theory and 
Uncertainty", published by Blackwell. He began his career at WIFO in 1970 as an economic 
researcher. For many years he was responsible for the background reports to the European 
Commission on the competitiveness of European industry. Professor Aiginger was also a 
visiting professor in the USA (Stanford University, MIT, and UCLA). He also teaches at the 
Vienna University of Economic and Business Administration. He is joint publisher of the 
Journal of Industry, Competition and Trade (JICT). He is the coordinator of the project 
"WWWforEurope – a new growth path for Europe" since April 2012 which the WIFO is 
undertaking together with 33 partners within the 7th Framework Programme of the EU.  
 

Curriculum Vitae Robert H. Wade 

Robert H. Wade is professor of political economy at the London School of Economics.  A 
New Zealand citizen, he was educated in Washington DC, New Zealand, and at Sussex 
University. He worked at the Institute of Development Studies (Sussex),  the World Bank, 
Princeton Woodrow Wilson School,  MIT Sloan School, and Brown University. Answering 
Adam Smith-type questions about how economies can create income and wealth, he has 
conducted fieldwork in Pitcairn Is., Italy, India, Korea, Taiwan, Iceland, and inside the World 
Bank and IMF.  

 His interests span trends in global growth, poverty and distributive inequality, national 
development strategies (including industrial policy), financial crises, the operation of the 
informal US empire, and global governance organizations. And also the profession and ethics 
of economists!  

 Author of Irrigation and Politics in South Korea (1982), Village Republics: The Economic 
Conditions of Collective Action in India (1988, 1994, 2007), Governing the Market: 
Economic Theory and the Role of Government in East Asia's Industrialization (1990, 2004). 
Latter won the American Political Science Association's award of Best Book in Political 
Economy, 1992. He was awarded the Leontief Prize for Advancing the Frontiers of Economic 
Thought in 2008. 
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